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To be a Global Voice for women through 
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As I write this, the temperature is a balmy 50 and 
I wonder if I am still on my cruise to the Bahamas.  
And yet each evening the temperatures drop and 
my thoughts turn to all of those in the area who 
don’t have proper housing, food or clothing.  I pray 
that they will take the offer of the area shelters to 
“come in out of the cold.”   
 
  I’m looking forward to the February meeting as 
we will work on our Days for Girls kits  This 
hands-on project helps us to realize how easy it is 
for most women and girls in the United States as 
we have never thought about how to deal with 
personal care products. 
   
Finally registration materials for Spring 
Conference will be available at the meeting.  
Consider traveling with us to Valley Forge at the 
end of April.  

Alice 

  
 
 

  

Continues DATE: Febuary 28, 2017 

TIME:  6:30 P.M. 

PLACE:  Best Western 

Premier Hotel,             

Harrisburg, PA 

Members who plan to attend the 

dinner meeting MUST notify  

Billie Hawk (545-6991) or 

hawk4017@verizon.net by 6 PM  

the Wednesday before meeting 

 

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT ALICE 

Soroptimist International of Harrisburg PA - P O Box 61971 Harrisburg PA  17106 

 

 

February  

2017 Issue 

      February Invocation 
 

Peggy Schmidt 

FEBRUARY 

PROMGRAM: 

Days for Girls Bags 

mailto:hawk4017@verizon.net
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The following letter was 
received from RoseMary Reid, 
President Soroptimist 
International of the Americas 

For the better part of 100 years, 
Soroptimist has been on the forefront 
ensuring women and girls 
throughout the world have the rights 
and opportunities they need to 
succeed. SIA and 
LiveYourDream.org are 
nonpartisan. We have members and 
supporters from all over the world. 
No matter our country of origin or 
our political beliefs, we are joined in 
our support of women and girls. In 
fact, our diversity is what makes us 
strong and unique. 

 However, being nonpartisan does 
not mean we won’t speak up when 
necessary. Going forward we will do 
what we’ve always done—hold the 
U.S. administration accountable for 
its policies and speak out against 
any that are damaging to the rights 
and progress of women and girls. 

Toward that end, please take a 
moment to urge your legislators to 
work toward gender equity so 
women and girls can reach their 
potential, live their dreams, and 
continue the social and economic 
progress we have all worked so hard 
to achieve. 

 

 

 GIANT, KARNS & WEIS CARDS 

Treat a senior 
citizen, a family 
member and or 
give a gift to a 
family or individual 

in need of assistance.  Grocery cards 
can be purchased in the amount of 
$10, $20, $25, $50 and $100.   

For Karns or Weis Gift Cards contact 
Gretta Morrow at 
grettam@netzero.net. Giant Gift 
Cards contact Jacalyn Speaks at 
jcspeaks@patreasury.gov or 
jcspeaks@aol.com to submit your 
orders. 

 
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING 

EVENTS:      

 

 

 

 

 

February 20 S I Board Meeting 
2 PM 

February 28 S I Dinner Meeting 
March 28 S I Dinner Meeting 
April 28-30 NAR Spring 

Conference, Valley 
Forge 

August 11-12  SOAR (Leadership) 
Training 

November 3- 4 Fall District 
Meeting, SI 
Montour, Danville 

July-August 2018 45th 
Soroptimist 
Biennial 
Convention, Japan 

mailto:grettam@netzero.net
mailto:jcspeaks@patreasury.gov
mailto:jcspeaks@aol.com
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July 2019 S I 21st 
International 
Convention, Kuala 
Lumpur 

 

S I A – North Atlantic Region  

NAR is proud of our very own 
Soroptimist member, Martha C. 
Venditto who has a published story, 
“A New Beginning” in the book, The 
Gifts of Grace & Gratitude. 

This is a 
collection of 
inspirational 
stories of women 
who transformed 
their lives. 
Martha Venditto 
is an author, 

advocate, mother and grandmother, 
and former executive. Martha has 
been involved in various non-profit 
organizations, many of which benefit 
woman and girls.  She currently 
serves on the Salvation Army 
Advisory Board and is a member of 
the Dr. Theodore A. Atlas Foundation 
and Kiwanis. Martha is the founder of 
S.E.L.F. — Stand Empowered Live 
Free, a non-profit organization that 
assists people going through divorce. 
Martha is currently the District 1 
Director for Soroptimist 
International North Atlantic Region. 

President Alice has a copy of the book 
if you are interested in reading it. 

 

F.Y.I. -  Diane Savidge, District IV 
Director, will be 
joining us at our 
March meeting to 
help with our 
Bunny Bag project 

and give us an region update. 

 

DISHCLOTHS FOR SALE 

Handmade crocheted dishcloths will 
be for sale at 
our meeting.  
All funds will 
be donated to 
our club. 
 

Prices:    1 dishcloth    $4.00 
               2 dishcloths  $7.00 
 
 
LIVE YOUR DREAM AWARDS 
 
We have selected two candidates to 
win this award. 
 
The first place winner is MONIKA 
JACKSON from 
Steelton (her 
information was 
forwarded to 
NAR)Monika is 
attending 
Central Penn 
College working 
for a Bachelor of Science in Pre PA 
by June 2019.   
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In 2012 Monika came ill with ILD 
(interstitial lung disease) which 
completely changed her life.  She 
went to the doctors once or twice a 
month and had some surgeries.  She 
became depressed with this because 
she did not feel she could overcome 
it.  Her roles as a single parent -
raising a young man never changed 
except it did change since she did not 
want him to become affected too 
much by what she was dealing with  
and still allow him to maintain some 
innocence.  Monika was able to 
graduate with an Associate of Arts 
degree in 2014.  She has developed a 
support system to help her make it to 
the next level in her life and her 
education.  She wants to attend 
medical school and become a 
certified physician’s assistance.  
Monika wants to share her story 
with others and help them 
understand the challenges and how 
to face something difficult.   
 
Our second award winner is Shanay 

McAlphine from 
Harrisburg.   
Shanay has 3 
young children and 
is attending 
Harrisburg Area 
Community 

College working toward a Practical 
Nursing Degree in 2018.   Shanay 
was raised in a low income family 
and had to overcome many hardship 
as she worked toward her career 
goals.  She worked hard in school to 
get on the list of outstanding honor 
roll students.  She had her first child 
while still in high school in 2009.  

She then started to attend HACC as a 
Nursing Major.   
She had problems with child care 
while attending daytime classes 
balancing it with a work life.  She 
made the Dean’s list.  
 
 Sadly Shanay  was forced to face 
another obstacle:  a car crash 
involving a tractor trailer and two 
other vehicles totaled her car.  The  
lack of transportation forced her 
with withdraw from college while 
she worked to get another car.  Now 
she has a full time job, 3 children and 
the  experience to balance the 
addition of college classes.   
 

 
FEBRUARY 

No Member Birthdays  

 

FEBRUARY Meeting Project 

Don’t forget that 
February is our Hands-
On work project night.  
If you volunteered to 
bring items for the 
Days for Girls Kits in 
January, please make 
sure the items are at the February 
meeting.  Our goal is to create 10 kits 
which can be sent to the nonprofit 
organization who is helping girls stay 
in school by providing these kits. 
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Call to Spring Conference 
 

We have received the 
call to Spring 
Conference.  Copies of 
the call and 
descriptions of events 
will be at the February 

meeting.  Registration information 
will need to be finalized before our 
March meeting so come to February 
with calendars in hand. 

 

SI NAR Upcoming Event 

 “I” of the Storm: How to 
Stay in Peace During the 
Storm of Life’s Challenges 

The Soroptimist International of Snyder, 
Union, and Northumberland Counties Club 
will host life coach and speaker Kate 
Sholonski for a presentation, “I” of the 
Storm: How to Stay in Peace During the 
Storm of Life’s Challenges. The event will 
be held March 2, 2017 at Susquehanna 
University’s Degenstein Center, 5:30 – 8:30 
PM, and is open to the public.  The cost per 
person, $20, includes dinner.  Early 
registration is encouraged, as space is 
limited.  The Soroptimist Club is reserving a 
limited number of ‘scholarships’ to 
individuals interested in attending  this 
event but who are financially unable to 
afford the $20 fee. 

Sholonski’s presentation, “I” of the Storm, 
will be centered on how to return to peace 
and calm, where you can personally feel and 
be at your best. She states, “If you have 
been waiting for your life to get in order so 
you can experience joy or peace, wait no 
more. You have everything you need deep 
inside to experience peace now. Together  

 

we can unlock the secrets to stay in the “I” 
as storms roll by.” 

April Awards Program— 

If you are a chair of a committee who 
gives a award at the dinner, 
remember you need to let the 

attendance chair 
know how many 
meals will be needed 
AND you will need to 
complete a voucher 
request for any 

award check and give it to President 
Alice by the March meeting. 

Fundraising Events 
 across the Region 

March 31  
 SI Pottstown will hold their 8th 

Annual “Bag the Winter Blues” 
(Purse Bingo) on Friday, March 31st, 
2017 at the Gilbertsville Fire 
Company.  Doors open at 5 PM and 
the bingo starts at 7 PM.  Cost is $25 
for 20 games and 3 specials.  Call 
Rose Hoffman at 610-326-9345 for 
more information. 

 SI Emmaus will hold their “It’s All in 
the Bag: Designer Purse Bingo and 
Basket Raffle.  Doors open at 5:30 
p.m. and games start at 7 p.m.  Cost 
is $25.  Contact Ann Mertz at 
amertz922@gmail.com for 
information. 

April 2 

 SI Phoenixville will hold its Spring 
Fashion Show “Bonnets and Bows”  
Doors open at 10:30 a.m. Lunch at 
noon and fashions at 12:45 p.m. 
Tickets $40.   Betty Thiery at 610-
209-6048. 

tel:610-326-9345
mailto:amertz922@gmail.com


 Soroptigram           Page 6 

 

 

We are on the web at: 

www.harrisburgsoroptimist.org 

 

 

 

 

 

SOROPTIGRAM  DEADLINE:   
Deadline for the March Issue is March 9. 

 

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE 

 

I pledge allegiance to Soroptimism and to 

the ideals for which it stands. 

The Sincerity of Friendship 

The Joy of Achievement 

The Dignity of Service 

The Integrity of Profession 

The Love of Country 

I will put forth my greatest effort to 

promote, uphold and defend these ideals, 

For the larger fellowship in home, in 

society, in business, for Country and God. 

                  

 

 

 

 

WHO ARE SOROPTIMISTS 
 

Soroptimists are women of all ages, 

cultures, and ethnic groups. They are 

working moms and single women, small 

business owners and corporate 

executives, attorneys, teachers and 

physicians. Soroptimists are leaders 

across all professional disciplines that 

also serve as role models for younger 

women at the beginning of their careers. 

The common thread that connects all 

Soroptimists is the desire to make a 

difference for others through volunteer 

service. 

 

Soroptimist International of the Americas 

(SIA) is part of Soroptimist International, 

the world’s largest classified service 

organization for executive and 

professional women. 

 

The Harrisburg Club’s mission is to use 

our time, talents and resources to 

advance the status of women and 

children. To accomplish this mission, we 

establish and support specific projects to 

address the needs locally, regionally and 

internationally. 

 

Editor:  Alice Lubrecht 

Associate Editor:  Carol Ann Colyer 

 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


